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you who are living in the biggest State in
our Union, who have suffered blackouts—
and some of us think there may be more
blackouts coming—we’ve got to come up
with an energy policy for America. But I
firmly believe we can do so and protect the
environment.

The whole world doesn’t have to be zero-
sum. It doesn’t have to be that we find more
energy, and therefore, the environment suf-
fers. You see, we’ve got technologies avail-
able now to make sure that we explore and
protect the environment at the same time,
and we need to do that. We need to be good
stewards of the land.

But we’ve also got to understand, if we
don’t bring more natural gas to the markets,
we’re going to have blackouts. We’ve also got
to understand, in order to power the power-
generating plants that are now being built
in California, we need more energy. And I
want to assure the young up here that this
is an administration committed to good,
sound policy. And it’s an administration that
firmly believes that the technologies are de-
veloped to the point where we can be good
stewards of the land and, at the same time,
bring the energy to market that we need.

We’ll base decisions on sound science.
We’ll call upon the best minds of America
to help us achieve an objective, not only here
at home but around the world, which is:
cleaner air, cleaner water, and better use of
our land.

It’s such a wonderful inspiration to see the
young of America standing up here who are
setting a good example for all of us. And so,
on behalf of our Government and the Amer-
ican people, I want to congratulate the win-
ners, their parents, and their sponsors.

God bless you all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Christine Todd Whitman.

Message Commemorating the
Forced Exile and Annihilation of
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire
April 24, 2001

Today marks the commemoration of one
of the great tragedies of history: the forced
exile and annihilation of approximately 1.5
million Armenians in the closing years of the
Ottoman Empire. These infamous killings
darkened the 20th century and continue to
haunt us to this day. Today, I join Armenian
Americans and the Armenian community
abroad to mourn the loss of so many innocent
lives. I ask all Americans to reflect on these
terrible events.

While we mourn the tragedy that scarred
the history of the Armenian people, let us
also celebrate their indomitable will which
has allowed Armenian culture, religion, and
identity to flourish through the ages. Let us
mark this year the 1700th anniversary of the
establishment of Christianity in Armenia. Let
us celebrate the spirit that illuminated the
pages of history in 451 when the Armenians
refused to bow to Persian demands that they
renounce their faith. The Armenian reply
was both courageous and unequivocal:
‘‘From this faith none can shake us, neither
angels, nor men, neither sword, fire or water,
nor any bitter torturers.’’ This is the spirit
that survived again in the face of the bitter
fate that befell so many Armenians at the
end of the Ottoman Empire.

Today, that same spirit not only survives,
but thrives in Armenian communities the
world over. Many Armenian survivors and
their descendants chose to live in the United
States, where they found safety and built new
lives. We are grateful for the countless ways
in which Armenian Americans continue to
enrich America’s science, culture, commerce
and, indeed, all aspects of our national life.

One of the most important ways in which
we can honor the memory of Armenian vic-
tims of the past is to help modern Armenia
build a secure and prosperous future. I am
proud that the United States actively sup-
ports Armenia and its neighbors in finding
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a permanent and fair settlement to the
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute. I hope that this
year we will see peace and reconciliation
flourish in the south Caucasus region be-
tween Armenia and all its neighbors. The
United States welcomes the opportunity to
support the courageous efforts by the Arme-
nian people to overcome years of hardship
and Soviet repression to create a prospering,
democratic, and sovereign Republic of Arme-
nia.

Let us remember the past and let its les-
sons guide us as we seek to build a better
future. In the name of the American people,
I extend my heartfelt best wishes to all Arme-
nians as we observe this solemn day of re-
membrance.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

April 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question covering the period
February 1 through March 31, 2001. The
previous submission covered events during
December 2000 and January 2001.

The United Nations continued in its ef-
forts to sustain the proximity talks that start-
ed in December 1999. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to
the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 25.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the National
Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia
April 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia that was declared in
Executive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on April 25.

Remarks in New Orleans, Louisiana
April 25, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you all. It’s an honor to be here. This
ballpark kind of reminds me of home. And
seeing my friend Will Clark, who used to play
for the mighty Texas Rangers, it really re-
minded me of home. I want to thank you
for being here, Will.

I also want to thank my friend David
Vitter, the great Congressman from this dis-
trict, for his introduction. I’m pleased to have
been traveling today, as well, with the Con-
gressman from northern Louisiana, John
Cooksey. I appreciate John being here.

And you should appreciate them, as well,
because when it came to trying to figure out
what to do with the people’s money, they
stood strong for tax relief. At the airport,
when I arrived, it was good to see my old
friend and fellow Governor, the Governor of
Louisiana, Michael Foster. And with Mike


